19 



J) 



Europaisches Paten tarn t 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 




@ Publication number: 0 502 032 B1 



EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION 



(45) Date of publication of patent specification : 
23.03.94 Bulletin 94/12 

(|i) Application number: 90917183.7 

(22) Date of filing : 22.11.90 

(§6) International application number : 
PCT/GB90/01803 



@ int. ci. 5 : A61K 9/36, A61K 9/52, 
A61K9/54 



© International publication number : 

WO 91/07949 13.06.91 Gazette 91/13 



@> DELAYED RELEASE FORMULATIONS. 



CM 
CO 



CL 
LU 



© Priority: 24.11.89 GB 8926639 

@ Date of publication of application : 
09.09.92 Bulletin 92/37 

@ Publication of the grant of the patent : 
23.03.94 Bulletin 94/12 

@ Designated Contracting States : 

AT BE CH DE DK ES FR GB GR IT U LU NL SE 



(56) References cited : 
EP-A- 0 343 993 
US- A- 4 642 111 

STN International Information Services, Data 
Base: Chemical Abstracts, vol. 112, no. 4, 1989 
(Colombus, Ohio, US), J. Herman et a!.: 
"Modified starches as hydrophilic matrixes 
for controlled oral delivery. I. Production and 
characterization of thermally modified star- 
ches", see abstract no. 25512n; & lnt J. 
Pharm. 56(1), 51-63 

STN International Services, Data Base: Chem- 
ical Abstracts, vol. 109, no. 23, 1988 (Colom- 
bus, Ohio, US), M.M. Schreiber et a!.: 
"Bioactivity of controlled release formulations 
of starch-encapsulated EPTC", see abstract 
no. 206669c; & J. controlled release, 7(3), 
237-42 



© Proprietor : BRITISH TECHNOLOGY GROUP 
LTD 

101 Newington Causeway 
London SE1 6BU (GB) 

(72) Inventor : RING, Stephen, Gordon Whitegates 
Close 
Hethersett 

Norwich NR9 3JG (GB) 
Inventor : ARCHER, David, Brian 
34 Lynch Green 

Hethersett,Norwich NR93JT (GB) 

Inventor : ALLWOOD, Michael, Charles 202 

Ladybank Road 

MickJeover 

Derby DE3 5RR (GB) 

Inventor : NEWTON, John, Michael 16 Britten 
House 

Britten Street 

London SW3 3BU (GB) 

(74) Representative : Davis, Norman Norbridge 
BRITISH TECHNOLOGY GROUP LTD 101 
Newington Causeway 
London SE1 6BU (GB) 



Note : Within nine months from the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent, any 
person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to the European patent granted. 
Notice of opposition shall be filed in a written reasoned statement It shall not be deemed to have been 
filed until the opposition fee has been paid (Art. 99(1) European patent convention). 



Jouve, 18, rue Saint-Denis, 75001 PARIS 



EP 0 502 032 B1 

Description 

The present invention relates to delayed release formulations, especially those in which the delayed re- 
lease characteristic is due to a coating. The term "coating" is used herein to encompass coatings for solid sup- 

5 ports and also capsules enclosing fluids and/or solids and the term "coated" is used similarly. 

In many situations it is desirable to coat an active substance in such a way that the active substance is 
released from the coating only after a predetermined interval or only after a change in environment. In a medical 
context, it is particularly advantageous to be able to administer orally a medicament which is coated so that it 
passes through the stomach and is released only when the coated material reaches the small intestine. Such 

10 coatings are called "enteric" coatings and are relatively easy to formulate taking advantage of the fact that the 
stomach contents are acid and the intestinal contents are neutral to slightly alkaline. 

A harder task has been to provide a coated medicament which will survive both the stomach and the small 
intestine and will release the active ingredient only when the material reaches the large intestine or colon. 
Many diseases of the colon, for example ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease and potentially also cancer 

15 of the colon, could be better treated if site-specific delivery of the therapeutic agent could be effected. Ther- 
apeutic agents include corticosteroids, for example hydrocortisone and prednisolone, bisocodyl, phenolphtha- 
lein, rhein, sulphasalazine. cholestyramine, azathioprine, 5-aminosalicylic acid and various antibiotics and 
smooth muscle relaxants. Few effective oral therapies are available, and administration via the rectum is mes- 
sy and relatively expensive. If drugs for the treatment of colonic disease are encapsulated in an enteric coating, 

20 absorption of the drug from the small intestine is very rapid, and only small amounts of the drug reach the 
required site of action. If site- specif ic release could be obtained, smaller doses would be required, with a re- 
duction in undesirable side effects. 

There are also situations other than the treatment of diseases of the colon where it is desirable to deliver 
a drug to the colon before it is released. Thus, in certain conditions such as arthritis the release of drugs in 

25 the ileum can cause problems and it is desirable for laxatives and anti-diarrhoeal drugs to be selectively re- 
leased in the colon. Other drugs may also benef itfrom such a form of release depending upon their absorption 
characteristics. 

A number of approaches have been suggested for site-specific release to the colon. Thus, glycoside der- 
ivatives of steroid drugs are reported to be poorly absorbed in the stomach and small intestine but to be re- 
30 leased in the large intestine through microbial action (Friend, D.R. and Chang, G.W., J. Med. Chem., 1984, 
27 , 261). Moreover, coating of peptide drugs with polymers cross-linked with azoaromatic groups is reported 
to protect the drugs from digestion in the stomach and small intestine but allow their release in the large in- 
testine by the action of the indigenous microflora to effect reduction of the azo bonds (Saffron, M. et a!., Sci- 
ence, 1986,233, 1081). 

35 In U.K. Patent Application No. 8912048.9 (published as GB 2220350A) the use of glassy amylose is de- 

scribed for the purpose of effecting site-specific release in the colon. That application does refer to the pos- 
sibility of further coating an amylose coated compound but only in the context of the use of "a conventional 
gelatin or enteric coating" for this purpose. It has now been found that especially advantageous results may 
be obtained using a particular form of additional coating material in conjunction with glassy amylose or even 

40 with the other predominantly amorphous form of amylose, rubbery amylose. 

According to the present invention a delayed release composition comprises an active compound and 
amorphous amylose and has an outer coating comprising a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer material. 

The invention is based on the finding that providing an outer coating comprising cellulose or acrylic polymer 
material enhances the release characteristics of the composition. Without commitment to any particular mode 

45 of action of delayed release for the compositions of the present invention when administered orally in vivo it 
is believed that the cellulose or acrylic polymer material functions in the stomach and small intestine to support 
the role played by the amylose in preventing release of the active compound in those parts of the digestive 
system. However, the cellulose or acrylic polymer material is believed gradually to be weakened as the com- 
position passes through the digestive system so that when it reaches the colon release of the active compound 

so therein is governed substantially by the breakdown of the amylose through the action of enzymes deriving 
\ from the microflora present in the colon. 

The film forming cellulose materials used in the compositions of the present invention may be of various 
forms but are preferably cellulose ethers including sodium carboxymethyl cellulose, sodium carboxymethyl 1- 
hydroxyethyl cellulose, 2-hydroxyethyl cellulose, 2- hydroxy propyl cellulose, methyl cellulose, 2-hydroxyethyl 

55 methyl cellulose, 2-hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose, 2-hydroxybutyl methyl cellulose and 2-hydroxyethyl ethyl 
cellulose, which are classed as water-soluble, and particularly 2-cyanoethyl cellulose, ethyl 2-hydroxyethyl 
cellulose and especially ethyl cellulose, which are classed as organic solvent-soluble. Mixtures of the different 
celluloses may be used. 



2 



EP 0 502 032 B1 

Although the cellulose materials are the preferred film forming materials for use as the outer coating, ac- 
rylic polymer materials may also be employed in the compositions of the present invention either alone or in 
admixture with a cellulose material. In particular, both acrylate and methacryiate polymers may be used and 
5 especially copolymers thereof, the esterif ying groups in these polymers being of various types, for example 
of d-Cis alkyl groups. 

A preferred molecular weight range for the film forming cellulose materials is 42,000 to 230,000 g/mol (or 
daltons) and for the film forming acrylic polymer materials is 150,000 to 250,000 g/mol (or daltons) but materials 
with molecular weights outside these ranges, for example of a higher molecular weight, can be used where 
10 appropriate. 

The degradation of the cellulose materials in vivo is in general not pH dependent and it is preferred that 
this is also true for the acrylate materials. This may be achieved by the selection of appropriate forms of side 
chain on the main polymer chain, in particular of side chains which have a low negative charge or preferably 
which are uncharged, as opposed to those having a positive charge. Preferred forms of acrylate materials are 
15 those marketed by Dumas (UK) Limited of Tunbridge Wells under the Trade Mark Eudragit, particularly the 
materials Eudragit RLand RS whose degradation is independent of pH. The preferred cellulose material, ethyl 
cellulose, is marketed by the Dow Chemical Company and Shinetsu Chemical Products under the Trade Mark 
Ethocel. 

As indicated, glassy amyiose is one of the two forms of predominantly amorphous amylose, the other being 
20 a rubbery form, and it is glassy amyiose which is the amylose of choice for use in this invention. Amylose exists 
in its glassy state below the glass transition temperature (Tg). Rising through this temperature, there is a sharp 
increase in the heat capacity of the amylose of 0.5 ± 0.15 Jg- 1 K~ 1 (joules per gram per degree Kelvin). This 
heat capacity increment allows the Tg to be identified and can be measured by differential scanning calorime- 
try. (Examples of procedures for obtaining Tg values and earlier literature references to such procedures are 
25 given in Orford et a[. Int. J. Biol. Macromol., 1989, 11_, 91.) 

The particular Tg of a given preparation of amylose depends upon its purity and other properties. Thus, 
for example, the theoretical Tg for pure, dry amylose may be predicted to be 210°C but the presence of water 
depresses this figure: with 10% w/w of water the Tg is 80°C and at 20% w/w of water it is 7°C. It has been 
found that a-amylolytic enzymes do not readily degrade glassy amylose and this effect is still apparent at up 
30 to 20°C above the Tg. Such materials have been found to be suff iciently insoluble in aqueous media over the 
pH range 1-9 at 37°C to be resistant to degradation in the stomach or intestine. They are, however, degraded 
by faecal micro-organisms present in the colon. As indicated, the ability of glassy amylose to provide the re- 
quired delayed release characteristics is not lost immediately the glassy amylose passes through the Tg and 
amylose which has been produced in the glassy condition at temperatures less than the Tg may therefore then 
35 be utilised at the Tg or at temoeratures slightly higher than the Tg as well as at temperatures less than the 
Tg, whilst still retaining its glassy properties. However, the glassy amylose used in the present invention pre- 
ferably has a Tg of no less than 20°C below the temperature at which use of the composition is envisaged, 
i.e. at body temperature of about 37°C. Thus the Tg of the amylose will conveniently be not more than 20°C 
below 37°C, i.e. more than or equal to 17°C, and is preferably more than or equal to about 30°C or, more pre- 
40 ferably, more than or equal to about 40°C. The Tg can be predetermined by controlling the amount of water 
in it. This can be achieved by varying the concentration of the amyiose solution which is cooled or sprayed, 
and by drying the resulting gel. 

The ultimate test of the suitability of a particular sample of amylose under any given conditions is of course 
its ability to resist hydrolytic degradation under aqueous conditions, particularly at a pH of 1 - 9 and a temper- 
45 ature of 37°C, and conveniently also to resist enzymatic degradation in the presence of the digestive enzymes 
such as normally occur in the stomach and the small intestine, but to undergo enzymatic degradation in the 
presence of amylose-cleaving enzymes such as are provided by the microbial flora normally present in the 
large intestine (see tests described in Examples 1 and 4). 

The amylose may conveniently be prepared in a glassy form either by forming a gel from an aqueous sol- 
50 ution and then drying it or by spray drying. In the former process, the solution is conveniently 1.5 - 40% w/w 
amylose, preferably 3 to 30%, more preferably 4 to 20% and most preferably 6 to 10%, and is conveniently 
I cooled from 70 - 95°C, preferably 88 - 92°C, to 0 to 40°C, preferably 5 to 35°C, most preferably 10 to 30°C, at 
a rate of 10- 3 to 10 5 °C/second, preferably 0.1 to 1.0 °C/second. Generally speaking, the cooling should take 
place over a period of hours, preferably 2 hours or less, rather than days, in order to prevent too much crys- 
55 tallisation, although some degree of crystallisation is acceptable, for example 20% or particularly 10%, or less. 
The gel forms by a phase separation which produces a concentrated polymer-rich phase and a polymer-poor 
phase. The polymer-rich phase may have only, say, 1 0% w/w water and hence be glassy at room temperature, 
even though the whole gel may contain over 90% w/w water. The whole preparation may be dried, if necessary 
or desirable, at 0 - 160°C, preferably 20 - 100°C and more preferably about 60°C in air or an inert atmosphere, 
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for example nitrogen, or in vacuo in order to give a glassy or more glassy product. 

The dry glassy amylose may be melted in the form of a slab or film or may first be powdered or granulated. 
Such melting is assisted if the Tg is depressed with a suitable diluent such as water. The melted amylose can 
5 then be used to coat preparations of active compound. 

Alternatively, an aqueous or aqueous alcoholic, for example aqueous butano!, solution of amylose, pre- 
ferably 1 to 1 5%. suitably 2 to 1 0% and advantageously about 2 to 3% w/w, is sprayed directly onto a formulation 
containing an active compound and allowed to dry in air, in an inert atmosphere, for example nitrogen, or in 
vacuo to the glassy form. A further variation is for the aqueous solution to be sprayed as described onto a 
10 suitable inert support or into a sufficiently large volume of air or inert gas to form a glassy film or glassy particles 
which are then melted and used to coat the active compound formulation as above. 

Generally speaking, the moisture content of the glassy amylose should be as low as possible. Convenient- 
ly, therefore, it does not exceed 20% (w/w) and preferably is less than this, for example being no more than 
10, 5 or 1% (w/w). 

15 In both the gel-forming and spraying processes, it is possible to include dispersions or solutions of suitable 

active compounds in the amylose solution itself, so that the resulting glassy form actually contains the drug. 
It may be particularly advantageous to injection mould an amylose solution containing an active compound to 
form solid glassy pellets. 

The amylose may be prepared from any suitable source although it is preferably prepared from starch, for 

20 example cereal starch or tuber starch but particularly starch from pulses, for example smooth-seeded pea 
starch, conveniently by precipitation from aqueous solution as a complex with an alcohol, for example 1-buta- 
nol, methanol, ethanol, propan-1-ol, propan-2-ol, pentanol, 2-methylbutan-2-ol or 2-methylbutan-1-o! as de- 
scribed by Ring et al. ( Macromolecules, 1985, 18, 182. The alcohol may conveniently then be removed from 
an aqueous dispersion of that complex by blowing through a suitable heated inert gas, for example nitrogen. 

25 It will be appreciated that the presence of other materials in admixture with the glassy amylose will detract 

from the selective nature of the degradation of this material as between the stomach and small intestine and 
the large intestine. It is preferred therefore that the glassy amylose is substantially free (i.e. contains no more 
than 20% by weight and preferably no more than 10% or 5% by weight) of any material which is susceptible 
to digestion in the stomach or small intestine. In particular the glassy amylose preferably contains no more 

30 than 10% or 5% by weight of amylopectin, for example 1 or 2% or less, and conveniently also of any material 
containing glucoside linkages of the type found in amylopectin. 

Moreover it is preferred that the glassy amylose does not contain hydroxy groups in derivative form and, 
if any derivatization is present that this is conveniently to an extent of no more than 1 0% of the hydroxy groups 
present, in particular no more than 4 or 5% and particularly 1 or 2% or less. 

35 A convenient test for the purity of the amylose is provided by its iodine binding ability in a standard assay 

procedure such as is described by Banks eta[, Starke, 1971, 23, 118. Thus pure, underivativized amylose binds 
with iodine to a level of about 19.5% w/w (i.e. 19.5 ± 0.5% w/w) whereas the other main starch polysaccharide, 
amylopectin, binds less than 2.0% w/w and derivativization of the amylose will also reduce this binding ability. 
Conveniently therefore the amylose used in the present invention binds with iodine to a level of 1 5.0% ± 0.5% 

40 w/w, or above, preferably to a level of 18.0% ± 0.5% w/w or above, and particularly to a level of 19.5 ± 0.5% 
w/w. 

The molecular weight of the amylose used in the invention may conveniently be at least 20000 g/mol (or 
daltons) and is preferably higher so that it is advantageous to use amylose with a molecular weight of at least 
100000, 200000, 300000. 400000 or 500000 g/mol depending on the particular circumstances. 

45 Although there is a preference for the use of glassy amylose in the compositions of the present invention 

it is also possible to use rubbery amylose. In particular, it may be appropriate for reasons of aiding the coating 
procedure, controlling permeability or otherwise to add a plasticizer to the amylose in the same way as is de- 
scribed hereinafter in relation to the use of plasticizers with the cellulose or acrylic polymer material This may 
lead to the formation of amylose which is rubbery rather than glassy at ambient temperature since the plas- 

so ticizer can depress the Tg of amylose which would otherwise be glassy to some tens of degrees, i.e. 1 0°, 20°, 
30°C or more, below ambient temperature. Despite the latitude of up to 20°C above the Tg for the retention 
; < of glassy characteristics mentioned hereinbefore the amylose of the composition may well then be rubbery at 
physiological temperature if not also at ambient temperature. Such compositions containing rubbery amylose 
are however also of value, particularly when prepared with a water soluble plasticizer since such plasticizers 

55 will tend to be leached out in an aqueous environment to produce a porous amylose material. Especially when 
using an inner coating of amylose and an outer coating of the cellulose or acrylic polymer material, as discussed 
hereinafter, this may provide a particularly suitable way of achieving a controlled release in the colon. 

In another aspect the present invention includes compositions and their uses as described in U.K. Patent 
Application No. 0212048.9 (published as GB 2220350 A) referred to hereinbefore and in its equivalents (Cana- 
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dian Patent Application 600598, European Patent Application 89305318.1, and PCT Application GB/00581 and 
the national applications in Denmark, Finland, Japan, Norway and the U.S.A. deriving therefrom) in which the 
glassy amylose described therein is replaced by rubbery amylose, particularly rubbery amylose prepared us- 
ing a plasticizer as described above. 

The term "active compound" particularly includes any compound useful in human or veterinary medicine 
in therapy or diagnosis. Therapeutic agents of particular interest have been referred to hereinbefore. In addition 
to their value in achieving a delayed release of therapeutic agents, particularly in their delivery to the colon 
as discussed above, the compositions of the invention are also of interest in a diagnostic context, for example 
in delivering agents such as contrast media to the colon in connection with X-ray and NMR imaging techniques. 
An alternative diagnostic area lies in the delivery of potentially allergenic foodstuff components to the colon 
for the diagnosis of allergies. 

It will be appreciated that the active compound may be mixed with other carrier matenals suitable to its 
particular use. Thus, particularly for therapeutic use, the active compound will often be mixed with one or more 
of a bulking agent and a lubricant, for example lactose and magnesium stearate, respectively. Dosages of active 
compounds for therapeutic use will be as disclosed in the literature, for example in the ABPI Data Sheet Com- 
pendium, or may sometimes be less owing to the more efficient delivery of the compound. 

One preferred "active compound" is 5-aminosalicyiic acid (5-ASA). a drug which is used orally in the treat- 
ment of colonic disorders. When free 5-ASA is administered orally, little of the drug reaches the colon as the 
stomach and small intestine inactivate and/or absorb the drug. The present invention provides a composition 
comprising 5-ASA which can be administered orally with delayed release of a substantial amount of the active 
ingredient in the colon. The 5-ASA is preferably provided in the form of spherules, suitably spheron.zed in ad- 
mixture with microcrystalline cellulose and a minor proportion of an inorganic binder such as bentonite. 

In delayed release compositions according to the invention the amylose is often present as an inner coating 
to the active compound. Where appropriate, however, the inner coating may not consist entirely of amylose 
providing the nature and location of the amylose allow appropriate release or exposure of the active compound 
in the colon. For example, the amylose can provide a "window" in an inert coating, or can provide temporary 
strength to an otherwise weak inert coating. If desired, a further active compound may be sandwiched between 
an inner amylose coating and the outer coating of the cellulose or acrylic polymer material. Thus, one can pro- 
vide for the spaced release of two different drugs. Alternatively it may be appropriate to locate part of the dose 
of an active compound within an inner coating and part between an inner coating and the outer coating 

The material which is coated with amylose may be a solid, or an aqueous or non-aqueous liquid provided 
only that it does not degrade the amylose, or at ieast does not degrade it at an undesirable rate. The amylose 
need not necessarily be located as a coating in relation to the active compound. Thus, as an alternative to its 
use as a coating, the amylose may be mixed with the active component, conveniently to produce a matrix 
throughout which the active component is dispersed. The matrix will then be coated with the cellulose or acrylic 
polymer material. 

However, a particularly preferred form of composition does comprise an active compound coated with 
amylose, which amylose is further coated with the cellulose or acrylic polymer material. The present invention 
thus includes a delayed release composition comprising an active compound coated with an inner coating of 
amorphous amylose and an outer coating of a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer material. 

The release characteristics of the composition may be controlled by variations in the nature of the two coat- 
ings Thus the degree of permeability of the outer coating of the film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer ma- 
terial can be varied to achieve the desired mode of release of the active compound, particularly through van- 
ation of the thickness of the coat but also by the use of plasticizers, for example in an amount of 1 to 10% by 
weight, especially those of a water soluble nature. As regards thickness, a suitable value can be arrived at by 
routine and non-inventive experimentation but, by way of guidance, it may be stated that an outer coat with a 
thickness in the range of 5 to 50 urn is often preferred, especially in the range 20 to 50 urn, for example about 
40 urn. However, it will be appreciated that, particularly when plasticizers are incorporated into the coat, a wide 
range of variation of thickness is possible including sometimes thicknesses greater than those just quoted. 
Examples of suitable plasticizers, particularly in the case of the cellulose materials, are polypropylene, dibutyl 
phthalate and especially the water soluble materials polyethylene glycol, glycerol and ethyl citrate. 

As well as delaying release of at least substantial amounts of the active compound until the composition 
reaches the colon, the compositions of the present invention also have a role in controlling release of the active 
compound once the composition reaches the colon. Thus the rate of breakdown of the amylose by the micro- 
flora of the colon may be varied through selection of different thicknesses of amylose for the inner coating. 
Once again a suitable value can be arrived at as described for the outer coating but by way of guidance it may 
be stated that an inner coating with a thickness in the range of 5 to 50 urn is often preferred, especially in the 
range of 20 to 40 um, for example about 30 urn. It is also possible to vary the release in the colon by coating 
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different particles of the active compound with amylose of different thicknesses. Moreover, the physical nature 
of the amylose may be varied either by drying which has the effect of reducing the pore size and hence per- 
meabiiity of the gel or by adding a fatty or waxy substance such as carnuba wax to retard penetration of water 
where this is desirable. Both procedures will in turn affect the rate of metabolism of the amylose by the mi- 
croflora of the colon. It will be appreciated that the delayed release will depend both on the nature of the amy- 
lose itself in providing a slow release barrier and its degradation by microorganisms when it reaches the colon. 
Thus some controlled release can be effected in the small intestine by suitable control of the amylose em- 
ployed. . 

In a further particularly preferred form of composition according to the invention, the amylose is present 
in admixture with the cellulose or acrylic polymer of the outer coating. When such a mixed outer coating is 
employed, it has been found preferable to employ from 3 to 5 parts by weight of cellulose or acrylic polymer 
per one part by weight of amylose. especially a ratio of about 4:1. It will be appreciated that the thickness of 
the coating and the proportion of the components can be varied to alter the rate of release. 

It will be appreciated that regardless of whether one or two coatings are present, control can be exercised 
over release of the active ingredient with respect to time by varying one or more of the parameters controlling 
release, e.g. coat thickness, method of coating and ratio of coating ingredients, it is also possible to employ a 
mixture'of, for example, spherules having coatings designed to provide differing release times so as to allow 
pulsed release of the active ingredient 

The invention therefore also includes the use of a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer, an active com- 
pound and amorphous amylose for the manufacture of a medicament for use in the treatment of a patient by 
slow and/or delayed systemic release of the active compound. 

The composition may be made up in various forms, for example as a powder or compressed as a monolith 
or formed solid, for example a tablet, which has an outer coating of the cellulose or acrylic polymer material 
surrounding an amylose/active compound matrix, an active compound surrounded by an inner coating of amy- 
lose or an active compound surrounded by a mixed coating of cellulose or acrylic polymer material and amy- 
lose. The plasticizers described above can also be of value in stabilizing coatings on formed compositions such 
as tablets. 

Preferred forms of composition may be prepared by spraying a first coating of amylose on to the active 
compound or a mixture thereof with other materials as described hereinbefore and then a second coating of 
the cellulose or acrylic polymer material. The concentration of the cellulose or acrylic polymer material in the 
spraying solution may be similar to that described for amylose but conveniently with an upper limit of about 
5% w/w Alternatively, a mixture of amylose and the cellulose or acrylic polymer is prepared prior to spraying. 
A conventional spraying machine such as that marketed under the trade name Aeromatic may conveniently 
be used for this ourpcse. The coating agent will be applied in a suitable solvent system, for example aqueous 
butanol as indicated before in the case of the amylose and an organic solvent such as methylene chloride/me- 
thanol in the case of the cellulose or acrylic polymer material. 

The invention is illustrated by the following Examples. 

EXAMPLE 1 : Glassy Amylose Preparation 

The starch polysaccharide amylose, an essentially linear polymer composed of a-1,4-linked D-glucose, 
was isolated from smooth-seeded pea starch and purified by precipitation from aqueous solution as a complex 
with n-butanol. The isolated amylose had a weight average molecular weight of 500,000 g/mol. Concentrated 
aqueous solutions of amylose were regenerated from aqueous dispersions of the complex by removal of the 
n-butanol in a heated nitrogen stream. A 7% w/w aqueous solution of the amylose was cast as a gel slab 1.1 
x 10-* m thick by rapidly quenching the amylose solution, held between glass plates, from 90°C to 20°C. The 
gel was removed from the glass plates and allowed to dry overnight at room temperature. The resulting film 
had a thickness of 6 x 10- 5 m. 

In vitro enzyme digestion 

An amylose film prepared as just described was found to be insoluble in aqueous media over the pH range 
1 - 9 at 37°C. The amylose film was also incubated at 37*C in 0.05 M phosphate buffer (pH 6.9) containing 
0 04% w/v NaCI with a crystalline pancreatic a-amylase (25 units/mg polysaccharide). After a three day incu- 
bation period less than 10% by weight of the film had been soiubilised. An alternative digestion employing a 
mixed amylose/ ethylcellulose (Ethocel) film in a weight ratio of components of 1:4 showed that after 6 hrs. 
incubation only a minor proportion (about 16%) of the amylose content of the mixture had degraded. 
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In vitro microbial digestion 

An amylose film prepared as just described was incubated at 37°C with a mixed faecal inoculum of micro- 
5 organisms under a carbon dioxide atmosphere, the initial density of micro-organisms being 1 x 10 7 /ml. After 
24 hours the film had lost approximately 50% of its weight, and after 48 hours the film had disintegrated. 

EXAMPLE 2 : Medicament formation 

10 (A) A 3% w/w aqueous solution of amylose, prepared as described in Example 1, was sprayed at a tem- 

perature of 90°C onto a conventional tablet formulation of sulphasalazine comprising 50 mg of sulphasa- 
lazine [4-hydroxy-4 t -(2-pyridyl-sulphamoyl)-azobenzene-3-carboxylic acid] in admixture with lactose and 
magnesium stearate and the wet tablet was dried in a heated air stream at 1 00°C to a moisture content of 
0.2% w/w. A 10% w/w solution of ethyl cellulose 100 (Ethocel) in 50:50 v/v methylene chloride:methanol 

15 was then sprayed at ambient temperature onto the amylose coated tablet, the wet tablet being dried as 

before. 

(B) A 3% w/w aqueous solution of amylose, prepared as described in Example 1, was sprayed at a tem- 
perature of 90°C onto a tablet comprising 500 mg of mesalazine (5-aminosalicylic acid) in admixture with 
lactose and magnesium stearate and the wet tablet was dried in a heated air stream at 1 00°C to a moisture 

20 content of 0.2% w/w. A 10% w/w solution of ethyl cellulose 100 (Ethocel) in 50:50 v/v methylene chlor- 

ide:methanol was then sprayed at ambient temperature onto the amylose coated tablet, the wet tablet be- 
ing dried as before. 

(C) A 3% w/w aqueous solution of amylose, prepared as described in Example 1 , was sprayed at a tem- 
perature of 90°C onto a tablet comprising 20 mg of either hydrocortisone or prednisolone in admixture with 

25 lactose and magnesium stearate and the wet tablet was dried in a heated air stream at 1 00°C to a moisture 

content of 0.2% w/w. A 10% w/w solution of ethyl cellulose 100 (Ethocel) in 50:50 v/v methylene chlor- 
ide:methanol was then sprayed at ambient temperature onto the amylose coated tablet, the wet tablet be- 
ing dried as before. 

30 EXAMPLE 3 : Release of Active Compound from Compositions 

Theophylline was used as a model active compound. Spheres of 1 mm diameter each containing about 
80 jig of theophylline were prepared by the process of extrusion/spheronisation from a formulation containing 
the drug and microcrystalline cellulose (Avicel PH 101). The spheres were then coated with (a) an amylose 

35 coating, (b) an ethyl cellulose coating, or (c) an inner coating of amylose and an outer coating of ethyl cellulose. 

The coatings were applied using the Aeromatic spray coating system employing a 3% w/w solution of glassy 
amylose (prepared as described in Example 1) in 10:90 v/v n-butanoi: water at 60°C or a 10% w/w solution of 
ethyl cellulose 100) (Ethocel) in 50:50 v/v methylene chloride:methanol at ambient temperature. The volume 
of coating solution used in each case per 50 g of spheres was 10 ml in (a) and (b) and either 10 ml of each 

40 solution or 20 ml of each solution in (c). In cases (a) and (b) the spheres were air dried after coating and in 
case (c) they were air dried after each coating. 

The release of the active compound from the spheres was measured after stirring the spheres using a 50 
r.p.ra paddle for 5 hours in 0.1 N aqueous hydrochloric acid, phosphate buffer of pH 4.0 or distilled water. The 
theophylline was measured via its UV absorption peak at 270 nm. The results obtained are shown in the Table 

45 1 from which it will be seen that the two coatings provide a markedly lower level of release of the active com- 
pound than the single coating. 
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Table 1 



Coati ng 



Percentage of active compound in solution 



System HC1 Phosphate buffer H 2 0 



Amylose 51 .2 70.3 97.2 

15 Amy lose + 

ethyl cellulose 10.8 9-4 24.3 

(10 ml + 10 ml) 



Amylose + 

ethyl cellulose 4.8 4.2 4.2 



(20 ml + 20 ml ) 



25 



EXAMPLE 4 : Delayed Release Compositions including ASA 

30 Further experiments were carried out using 5-aminosalicyclic acid (hereinafter referred to as '5-ASA') as 

a representative active compound used in the therapy of colonic disorders. 



a) Preparation of 5-ASA-containing spheres. 

35 Microcrystalline cellulose (Avicel pH 101) and bentonite powder were mixed for 5 minutes and purified wa- 

ter was added followed by further mixing for 10 minutes. The final mixture contained 41 .40 wt % 5- ASA, 24.1 5 
wt % microcrystalline cellulose, 3.45 wt % bentonite and 30.90 wt % water. The resulting plastic mass was ex- 
truded and the extrudate processed in a spheronizer. The resulting spheres were dried in a fluidized bed for 
30 minutes at 60°C and sieved to obtain spheres of 1.40-1.70 mm diameter and a drug level (based on the 

40 total weight of the dried spheres) of 60%. 



b)Preparation of coated spheres. 

The spheres obtained as in a) above were coated with the different coatings listed in Table 2 below. In 
45 each case the spheres (40g) were coated in a fluidised bed coater (Aeromatic-Strea-1). The coating methods 
varied dependent on the nature of the polymer used and are given below in Table 2. The coating weights are 
given as percentages of total weight of the coated spheres. Ratios for the mixtures are by weight. 
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Table 2 








Sample 






Coating 


Np. 


Coatina 




Lavers 


Method 


I 


None 








2 


amylose (.21) + ethylcel lulose (org) (4 


.81) 


separate 


A 


3 


amylose (0.91) + ethylcellulose (org) 


(2.41) 


separate 


A 


4. 


amylose (0.91) + ethylcellulose (org) 


(1 .21) 


separate 


A 


5. 


amylose (0.91) + ethylcellulose (org) 


(0.61) 


separate 


A 


6. 


ethyl cellulose (aqu) (4.81) 




single 


B 


7. 


ethyl cellulose (aqu) (9.61) 




single 


B 


8. 


(1:4) amylose/ethyl cellulose (aqu) (4 


.87.) 


mi xture 


B 


9. 


(1:4) amylose/ethyl cellulose <aqu) (9 


.61) 


mi xture 


B 


10. 


(1:4) amylose/(meth)acryl i c copolymer 


(4.81) 


mi xture 


C 


11. 


(1:4) amy lose/(meth)acryl i c copolymer 


(9.61) 


mi xture 


C 


12. 


(1:4) amylose/(meth)acryl i c copolymer 


(14.41) 


mi xture 


c 


13. 


amylose (4.81) 




single 


A 



Coating Methods. 

A) Amylose was applied as a single layer or as a first layer from a 3 to 4% aqueous suspension containing 
8% butanol with a product bed temperature maintained at 60°C. The ethyl cellulose layer was applied from 
an organic medium using ethyl cellulose (available as "Ethyl cellulose IM50") dissolved in a 50:50 mixture 
of dichlormethane and methane to obtain a 5% w/w solution with the product temperature kept between 
48 and 50 C C at a feeding rate of 0.3-0.4 ml/min. The coated spheres were cured at 60°C for 1 hour. 

B) Ethyl cellulose in aqueous medium was applied directly to a 20% suspension in aqueous ammonia (com- 
mercially available, including an added plasticizer, as "Ethocel"). Mixtures of Ethocel and amylose (sup- 
plied as in A) above) were prepared by mixing in the ratio of 4:1 with the temperature maintained above 
60°C during the coating process. The coated spheres were dried for 1 hour at 60°C. 

C) A (meth)acrylic copolymer dispersion was prepared from a 1:1 mixture of dispersions of Eudragit RL 
30D and Eudragit RS 30D which materials are respectively a high permeability and a low permeability co- 
polymer of acrylic and methacryiic esters with low quaternary ammonium content supplied as 30% aqu- 
eous dispersions. The mixture of dispersions (10% w/w based on Eudragit solids) was stirred before coat- 
ing and throughout coating and 10% w/w of polyethylene glycol plasticizer (PEG 300) based on the polymer 
weight was added. The resulting mixture was combined with amylose (supplied as in A) above) in a ratio 
of 4:1 amylose/copolymer and preheated to above 60°C. Coating was effected using preheated spheres 
at a feeding rate of 0.5 ml/min. The spheres were dried for 2 hours at 40°C. 

c) Dissolution of Coatings. 

The release of 5-ASAfrom the spheres was measured using 300 mg. spheres (180 mg. 5-ASA) and 900 
ml of dissolution fluid at 37°C at an agitation speed of 100 rpm. The dissolution fluids used were water, 0.1 N 
HCI (pH 1.2) and phosphate buffer pH 7.2. Samples were analysed for 5-ASA content by spectrometry after 
predetermined time intervals. The results are summarized for 3 hours and 6 hours in Table 3 below. 
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Table 3 



bamp 1 e 






5-ASA 


in solution 


(1) 






Water 


HC1 


Phosphate 


buffer 




3hr . 


6hr . 


3hr. 


6hr. 


3hr. 


6hr. 


i 


82.4 


100 


100 


100 


95.8 


97.8 


c . 


0 


0 










J . 


0 


0 










A 

H . 


0 


4 










5 . 


10.4 


17.8 


24.8 


44.3 


13.9 


21.8 


6 . 


3.1 


3.8 










1 . 


2.6 


3.6 


0 


0 


0 


1 .0 


8. 


1 .8 


4.0 


2.3 


8.2 


1.3 


2.8 


9. 


3.1 


3.3 


0 


1 .4 


0 


0 


10. 


13.6 


25.2 


46.9 


81 .2 


35.7 


52.5 


n. 


5.5 


13.3 










12. 


7.8 


9.3 










13. 


71.9 


89.9 


75.6 


100 


57.8 


68.9 



d) In Vitro Microbial Digestion 

The coated spheres as described in Table 2 were subjected to microbial digestion as follows. The sample 
spheres were introduced into a batch culture system at a concentration of 0.7% by weight of spherules per 
batch. The system contained 5% w/v faecal slurry preserved in anaerobic phosphate buffer 0.1M pH 7.0, with 
argon employed as the anaerobic headspace gas phase. The fermenters were incubated at 37°C and samples 
removed at time intervals up to 48 hours, centrifuged, and analysed using HPLC to determine the released 5- 
ASA content The results are shown in Table 4. 

Table 4 

Sample No. Concentration of 5-ASA mg/ml in solution 

(HOURS) 





4 


8 


12 


24 


48 


l . 


0.690 


1 .410 


1 .990 


2.910 


4.300 


2. 


0.014 


0.035 


0.015 


0.070 


0.065 


3. 




0.010 


0.020 


0.069 


0.147 


4. 


0.006 


0.080 


0.135 


0.380 


1 .700 


5. 


0.061 


0.660 


1.180 




4.580 


6. 




0.011 


0.015 


0.053 


0.200 


7. 








0.003 


0.004 


8. 








0.011 


0.046 


9. 








0.007 


0.026 


10. 


0.127 


0.360 


0.600 


1 .020 


1 .660 


11 . 


0.128 


0.260 


0.450 


1 .130 


2.080 


12. 


0.034 


0.240 


0.380 


1 .000 


2.230 
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Claims 

5 

1. A delayed release composition comprising an active compound and amorphous amyiose, characterised 
by having an outer coating comprising a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer material. 

2. A delayed release composition according to Claim 1 comprising an active compound in admixture with 
w amorphous amyiose, the mixture being coated with a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer material. 

3. A delayed release composition according to Claim 1 comprising an active compound coated with an inner 
coating of amorphous amyiose and an outer coating of a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer material. 

4. Adelayed release composition according to Claim 1 comprising an active compound coated with a mixed 
coating comprising amorphous amyiose and a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer material. 

5. A pharmaceutical composition in the form of a delayed release composition according to any one of Claims 
1 to 4 wherein the active compound is a compound of use in human or veterinary medicine in therapy or 
diagnosis. " ~» 

6. A composition according to any one of the preceding claims, in which the active compound is a medica- 
ment for treatment of a disease of the colon or an agent for diagnosis of a disease of the colon. 

7. A composition according to Claim 6, in which the active. compound is 5-aminosalicyIic acid. 

8. A composition according to Claim 7, in which the active compound has been spheronized together with 
a binder comprising microcrystalline cellulose and a clay. 

9. A composition according to any one of the preceding claims, in which the amorphous amyiose is glassy 
30 amyiose. 

10. A composition according to any one of the preceding claims, in which the film forming material is a cel- 
lulose material. 
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11. A composition according to Claim 10, in which the material is an ethyl cellulose. 

12. Acomposition according to any one of Claims 1 to 1 0, in which the film forming material is an acryiate/me- 
thacrylate copolymer. 

13. The use of a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer material as an outer coating of an active compound 
40 and amorphous amyiose for the manufacture of a medicament for use in the treatment of a disease of 

the colon or for the manufacture of a diagnostic agent for use in the diagnosis of a disease of the colon. 

14. The use of a film forming cellulose or acrylic polymer material as an outer coating of an active compound 
and amorphous amyiose for the manufacture of a medicament for use in the treatment of a patient by slow 

45 and/or delayed systemic release of the active compound. 

Patentanspruche 

so 1. Zusammensetzung mit verzogerter Freigabe, die eine aktive Verbindung und amorphe Amyiose enthalt, 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dad sie einen Au&enuberzug aufweist, der eine filmbildende Cellulose oder 
i ein filmbiidendes Acryl-Polymermaterial umfa&t 

2. Zusammensetzung mit verzogerter Freigabe nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, daft die aktive 
55 Verbindung mit der amorphen Amyiose vermischt ist und das Gemisch mit einer f ilmbildenden Cellulose 

oder einem filmbiidenden Acryl-Polymermaterial uberzogen isL 

3. Zusammensetzung mit verzogerter Freigabe nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, da& die aktive 
Verbindung mit einem Innenuberzug aus amorpher Amyiose und einem AuSenuberzug aus einer filmbii- 
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denden Cellulose oder einem filmbildenden Acryl-Polymermaterial uberzogen ist. 

4. Zusammensetzung mit verzogerter Freigabe nach Anspruch 1 , dadurch gekennzeichnet, da& die aktive 
5 Verbindung mit einem gemischten Uberzug, welcher amorphe Amylose und eine filmbildende Cellulose 

Oder ein f ilmbildendes Acryl-Polymermaterial enthalt, uberzogen ist 

5. Pharmazeutische Zusammensetzung in Form einer Zusammensetzung mit verzogerter Freigabe nach 
irgendeinem der Anspruche 1 bis 4, dadurch geke nnzeichnet, da& die aktive Verbindung eine Verbindung 

10 ist, die in der Human- oder Veterinarmedizin bei der Therapie oder Diagnose verwendet wird. 

6. Zusammensetzung nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dad die ak- 
tive Verbindung ein Arzneimittel fur die Behandlung der Krankheit des Kolons oder ein Mittel fur die Dia- 
gnose einer Krankheit des Kolons ist. 

15 7. Zusammensetzung nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeichnet, da& die aktive Verbindung 5-Aminosa- 
licylsaure ist. 

8. Zusammensetzung nach Anspruch 7, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daR die aktive Verbindung zusammen 
mit einem Bindemittel, welches mikrokristalline Cellulose und einen Ton enthalt, in Spharoidform uberfuhrt 

20 worden ist. 

9. Zusammensetzung nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dad die 
amorphe Amylose glasartige Amylose ist. 

25 10. Zusammensetzung nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspruche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dad das film- 
bildende Material ein Ceilulosematerial ist. 

11. Zusammensetzung nach Anspruch 10, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das Material Ethylcellulose ist. 
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12. Zusammenetzung nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 10, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daS das filmbildende 
Material ein Acrylat-Methacrylat-Copolymeres ist. 

13. Verwendung einer filmbildenden Ceilullose oder eines filmbildenden Acryl-Polymermaterials als Au&en- 
uberzug einer aktiven Verbindung und amorphe r Amylose fur die Herstellung eines Arzneimittels fur die 
Verwendung bei der Behandlung einer Krankheit des Kolons oderfurdie Herstellung eines diagnostischen 
Mittels fur die Verwendung bei der Diagnose einer Krankheit des Kolons. 



14. Verwendung einer filmbildenden Cellulose oder eines filmbildenden Acryl-Polymermaterials als Au&en- 
uberzug einer aktiven Verbindung und amorpher Amylose fur die Herstellung eines Arzneimittels fur die 
Verwendung bei der Behandlung eines Patienten mittels langsamer und/oder verzogerter systemischer 
40 Freisetzung der aktiven Verbindung. 



Revendications 

45 1 . Composition a liberation differee comprenant un compose actif et une amylose amorphe, caracterisee en 
ce qu'efle a un revetement exterieur comprenant un materiau a base de cellulose ou de polymere acryiique 
fiimogene. 

2. Composition a liberation differee selon la revendication 1 , comprenant un compose actif en melange avec 
50 une amylose amorphe, le melange etant revetu d'un materiau a base de cellulose ou de polymere acry- 
iique fiimogene. 

3. Composition a liberation differee selon la revendication 1, comprenant un compose actif revetu d'un re- 
vetement interieur d'amylose amorphe et d'un revetement exterieur d'un materiau a base de cellulose ou 

55 de polymere acryiique fiimogene. 

4. Composition a liberation differee selon la revendication 1, comprenant un compose actif revetu d'un re- 
vetement mixte comprenant de I'amylose amorphe et un materiau a base de cellulose ou de polymere 
acryiique fiimogene. 
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5. Composition pharmaceutique sous la forme d'une composition a liberation differee selon i'une des reven- 
dications 1 &4, dans laquelle le compose actif est un compose utilise en medecine humaine ou veterinaire 
pour une therapie ou un diagnostic. 

6. Composition selon I'une des revendications precedentes, dans laquelle le compose actif est un medica- 
ment pour le traitement d'une maladie du colon ou un agent diagnostic d'une maladie du colon. 

7. Composition selon la revendication 6, dans laquelle le compose actif est I'acide 5-aminosaiicylique. 

8. Composition selon !a revendication 7, dans laquelle le compose actif a ete spheroTdise avec un liant 
comprenant une cellulose microcristalline et une argile. 

9. Composition selon I'une des revendications precedentes, dans laquelle I'amylose amorphe est une amy- 
lose vitreuse. 

10. Composition selon I'une des revendications precedentes, dans laquelle le materiau filmogene est un ma- 
teriau cellulosique. 

11. Composition selon la revendication 10, dans laquelle le materiau est une ethyl cellulose. 

12. Composition selon I'une des revendications 1^10, dans laquelle le materiau filmogene estun copolymere 
d'acrylate et de methacrylate. 

13. Utilisation d'un materiau a base de cellulose ou de polymere acrylique filmogene, en tant que revetement 
25 exterieur d'un compose actif et d'amylose amorphe pour la preparation d'un medicament utilise dans le 

traitement d'une maladie du colon ou pour la fabrication d'un agent diagnostique utilise dans le diagnostic 
d'une maladie du colon. 
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14. Utilisation d'un materiau a base de cellulose ou de polymere acrylique filmogene en tant que revetement 
exterieur d'un compose actif et d'amylose amorphe pour ia preparation d'un medicament utilise dans le 
traitement d'un malade par liberation systemique lente et/ou differee du compose actif. 
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